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The London Design Biennale is asking participating countries and cities to appoint a 
representative design team who will produce an exceptional and original design installation 
in response to the theme, Utopia By Design. We have assembled this digest to help nations 
brief their design teams. We refer them to the full prospectus for more detailed information 
on both the theme and submission process. Please do not hesitate to contact the London 
Design Biennale office with any questions.

Appendix II
Your entry: what design teams need to know

Somerset House, a former royal palace, is one of London’s best-
known cultural landmarks with 2.4 million visitors annually. The 
exhibition spaces are of an intimate scale, with rooms or suites of 
rooms that range in size from approximately 35 - 200 sq metres. 
Installations should be designed with these room proportions in 
mind, and must be sympathetic to the historic fabric of Somerset 
House as a listed venue.  A limited amount of external space is 
available for appropriate projects. 

The Design Biennale team will match participating countries 
and cities with the most effective exhibition space to meet their 
budget and requirements, presenting each country with a series of 
different space options. Floorplans and a full operations manual, 
with lists of approved contractors, will be provided to design 
teams to help them deliver exhibits. 

The Venue
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Design installations or exhibitions should be newly commissioned 
and site-specific works that may vary in scale, from the intimate 
and domestic, to the more architectural. Design teams may 
choose to submit proposals that are an evolution of a pre-existing 
creative project, or reimagine existing products; that demonstrate 
an innovative technology, or are a survey of best practice that 
relates closely to our theme. 

We want the Biennale to reflect international cultural diversity 
in design, anticipating a wide range of creative responses, and 
encourage design teams to exhibit these in an entertaining 
and innovative format appropriate to the Biennale. Please note 
that the Biennale is not a commercial craft or trade fair, but 
an exhibition with a common curatorial thread. Some examples 
of the kind of installations we anticipate are pictured in the 
Biennale’s official prospectus as a reference (pages 7 & 9).

Exhibits

The theme, Utopia by Design, should to be treated by design 
teams as a springboard to investigate the important question: 
How can design and innovation make the world a better, more 
liveable place? We have chosen the theme in recognition of the 
500th anniversary of the publication of Sir Thomas More’s classic, 
Utopia, which describes a fictional island that is home to what 
seems an ideal society. We believe a strong theme is essential to 
creating a coherent and curated unity between all participating 
countries.

We want countries to create design installations and exhibitions 
that provoke important questions about the world in which we 
live, and suggest possible solutions to them. These responses 
- whether large or small, practical or hypothetical, historical 
or futuristic – will show design’s innate power to strike up and 
inform debate, and also act as a catalyst: provoking real change 
by suggesting inspiring or cautionary futures. For the Director’s 
Statement, which explains the theme in more detail, please 
consult the prospectus (pages 6 & 8).

The Theme
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Once the director has received a simple Expression of Interest by 
letter or email (to director@londondesignbiennale.com) from an 
official national source, such as an embassy or ministry of culture, 
the Advice and Consultation period will begin. We anticipate 
embassies, if they are not managing this project themselves, 
will appoint a cultural institute or curator to administer a 
country’s entry and appoint its design team. This body should 
immediately identify themselves to the Biennale office so that the 
submission process can begin. It is also necessary to identify the 
nominated Lead Coordinator who will take overall responsibility 
for communication and project management. A full timeline is 
included in the prospectus (pages 21-23).

Timeline

Exhibition 
Proposals

During the Advice and Consultation stage (15 September - 30 
October 2015), the Biennale’s curatorial team will work with 
participating countries to develop their exhibition ideas.  The 
deadline for design teams to submit Formal Exhibition Proposals is 
2 November 2015. Proposals should demonstrate the following:

- A strong design identity
- Innovative research in the field of design
- A clear vision and coherent curatorial narrative
- Creativity and originality
- The ability of the proposed exhibition to endure and function 
over the duration of the Biennale, and to be installed and de-
installed within a limited timeframe
- The ability to communicate to a wide variety of local and 
international audiences
- Evidence of a commitment to public health and safety 
requirements
- A feasibility to develop and deliver the stated exhibition concept 
and content to a high standard and within the Biennale’s 
deadlines.

The Biennale team very much look forward to working with 
national design teams to produce this exciting exhibition. We will 
be on hand throughout the submission and delivery process to 
ensure that the experience of exhibiting is as efficient and smooth 
as possible. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to 
contact International Relations Manager, Martha Pym: martha@
londondesignbiennale.com.


